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 VILLAGE OF CAYUGA HEIGHT   September 17th 2025 
Zoom ID # 4118425407  BOARD OF TRUSTEES                       7:00 p.m. 
  MONTHLY MEETING  

 
Present: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway,  Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton; Fire 
Superintendent Tamborelle, Police Chief Wright, Superintendent of Public Works Cross, Assistant Superintendent 
of Public Works Cowder; Village Attorney Shah; Village Clerk Walker. 
 
1. Call to Order: Mayor Woodard calls the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of  the August 20, 2025  Board Meeting Minutes (Exhibit 2026-057) 
 
Resolution: 9881 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees approves the August 20, 2025, 
Board Meeting Minutes as presented. 
 
Motion: Trustee Robinson 
Second: Trustee Hubbell 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: Biloski 
 
Motion Carried 
 
3. Report of Fire Superintendent Tamborelle: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2026-058) 
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that the CHFD open house was very well attended. He appreciated the 
Village DPW and CHFD attending, especially Officer Miller, who spent the whole day.  
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that the bids for the Cayuga Heights Fire Department bunker kitchen 
renovations were received and opened. We had five contractors submit bids ranging from $147,000 to $282,000.  
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that the lowest bid came in from Quick Construction, which is actually the 
same company that did the CHFD roof a few years ago. 
 
•Trustee Salton inquires if there was much difference in the individual bids, scope, or if they were uniformly about 
the same. 
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that everyone bid off the same RFP; there was just the back sheet with a 
cost for completing the project. It was straightforward. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that he wants to know if the lowest bidder is qualified to complete this work. 
 
•Fire Superintendent Tamborelle states that Quick Construction is a well-known company in this area, and he has 
no doubt that they will do a great job on this project. 
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•Clerk Walker states that the Board will need to pass a resolution accepting the bids and then award the bid to the 
lowest bid.  
 
Resolution: 9882 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves accepting 
the bids submitted for the CHFD Bunker Kitchen Project as the final bids for this project.  
 
Motion: Trustee Robinson 
Second: Trustee Rennekamp 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolution: 9883 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and awards the lowest 
bid for the CHFD Bunker Kitchen Project to Quick Construction Inc. in the amount of $147,000. To be completed 
by May 31, 2026. 
 
Motion: Trustee Salton 
Second: Trustee Robinson 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
3. Privilege of the Floor: 
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Village Resident Ilene Lambaise presented her concerns in this letter: 
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Village Resident Robert Boute presents his concerns to the Board: 
 
-Village Resident Robert Boute states that his main concerns with this project are the height of the building and the 
stormwater management for this project.  
 
•Mayor Woodard states that we will definitely be keeping that in mind on this project. 
 
4. Report of Treasurer Dolch: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2026-060) 
 
•Treasurer Dolch states that the August bank-to-book reconciliations are complete and have been signed off by 
Trustee Rennekamp.  
 
•Treasurer Dolch states that the Village AUD will be submitted by the deadline later this month. 
 
Approval of Abstract 4:  
 
Resolution: 9884 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves Abstract # 
3 for FYE 2026, consisting of TA vouchers 24-31  in the amount of $15,527.36 and Consolidated Fund vouchers 
198-276 in the amount of $1,240,899.71, and the Treasurer is instructed to make payments thereon.  
 
Motion: Trustee Rennekamp 
Second: Trustee Conway 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
5. Report of Mayor Woodard: 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that she received a letter from a Village Resident who could not attend and wanted it 
entered into the official minutes. 
 
Dear Village Board Members, 
  
I am writing because I am unable to attend the Board meeting tonight. I live on Randolph Road and take the 
bus to my staff job at Cornell University. I was very annoyed when the Winthrop bus stop was removed, and 
was informed by a neighbor that he would raise the topic at tonight's meeting. Since I am not able to be 
there to support him, I wanted to voice my firm support for his request to have the bud stop returned. I 
understand that there is concern about the number and location of crosswalks, but I would urge you to have 
a widely discussed conversation about this, rather than submitting to the priorities of the Kendal 
community. The Winthrop stop is the only one that meets the needs of the large community that lives East 
of Triphammer. Please consider our needs and restart service to Winthrop Dr. 
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Sincerely, 
  
Jennifer Cisse 
116 Randolph Rd 
607-882-5626 

•Mayor Woodard states that we have had requests for this change for many years. When we took a closer look at 
the three bus stops on N. Triphammer Rd. It became clear that we only needed two. The Village Public Works 
Committee then purchased crosswalk signage, which will alert traffic that someone wants to cross.  
 
•Trustee Robinson states that there was a question of pedestrian safety where people were not using the crosswalks 
to get to a bus stop on the other side of the road. 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that the location that residents seem to be upset about is at the 
bottom of Winthrop Dr., where there was never a crosswalk across the road. There was a TCAT stop across the 
road from Winthrop Drive as an additional location to stop.  TCAT agreed that it wasn’t a good idea to have a bus 
stop without a crosswalk 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that the bottom line is we are not going to add another crosswalk 
when we have two other stops within walking distance.  
 
a. Upland Heights Update: 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that Village resident Robert Boute's concerns about this project are 
unnecessary. The project is not near his property, and there is no potential for water to impact his property. 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that the Board fully intends to address stormwater management for 
all aspects of this project and work with neighboring residents to ensure there is a solution to any water concerns. 
 
•Graham Feltham of Whitham Design presents the document plans for the Board to review and approve, thus accepting the 
Village Planned Development Zone Application for Upland Heights.  Plans Discussion on Zoom 
 
•Graham Feltham of Whitham Design presents a clear picture of the area that is proposed to be developed.  
 

https://cayugaheights.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/25-9-17-Upland-Presentation-Reduced-1.pdf
https://cayugaheights.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/25-9-17-Upland-Presentation-Reduced-1.pdf
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•Clerk Walker states that the next step is for the Board to decide whether or not to accept the PDZ application and 
move forward with the discussion. 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that we will need to designate who will be the lead agency for 
SEQR. We will then need to move to site plan review by the Village Planning Board at some point. 
 
•Village Attorney O. Shah states that yes, at some time this needs to be determined. 
 
•Village Planning Board Chair F. Cowett states that a PDZ is a zoning change and, therefore, SEQR would have to 
come from the Village Board of Trustees. 
 
•Trustee Salton states that he thought the Trustees were the lead agency for a PDZ, and then once the Board 
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approves the application, works through all the specifics of the project, then it would move on to site plan review 
by the Village Planning Board. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that we will need to evaluate this project to decide whether or not we think this is a benefit 
to the Village and the community. 
 
•Village Attorney O. Shah reads the PDZ section of the Village Code, confirming the next steps. 
 
•Trustee Salton states that several procedural things will be paid attention to as we work through this project. 
 
•Clerk Walker states that he can pull the previous PDZ notes from former Village Attorney R. Marcus for references. 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that the Village Board of Trustees has to evaluate the “weight test” 
of ten questions required under the rules establishing a PDZ. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that we will bring this back to the Board at the October meeting. 
 
•Trustee Salton states that he really wants to make sure this Board figures out a way to eliminate the water 
situation. 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that we would love to fix this, but the issue is on private property, 
where there is an undersized pipe that is causing the backup. He will reach out to this owner and see what options 
are available. 
 
b. Love Living at Home, Marcham Hall Request:  
 
•Mayor Woodard states that the Love Living at Home Cayuga Heights Group has requested use of Marcham Hall 
on October 11, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. to host a dis to pass open house. The total number of attendees is twenty-nine. 
 
Resolution: 9885 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves the use of 
Marcham Hall on October 11, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. for a meet and greet open house for Love Living at Home Cayuga 
Heights.  
 
Motion: Trustee Biloski 
Second: Trustee Rennekamp 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
c. Updated Village Job Descriptions and Village Handbook: 
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•Trustee Biloski states that the Village HR Committee has been working on updating language for the Village 
Employee Handbook and several of the department's job descriptions. The main focus has been on updating the 
number of hours the position requires as well as the required responsibilities. 
 
•Trustee Biloski states that the Village Superintendent of Public Works job description was our main focus since 
B. Cross will be retiring at the end of the year. 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that he has been appointed each year for responsibilities that fall 
under his original job descriptions. He states that this is unnecessary, but did not want to cause any confusion.  
 
•Clerk Walker states that we should start with the changes to the Village Employee Handbook and then move 
through the exhibits in order. 
 
Resolution: 9886 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves the 
updated Village of Cayuga Heights Employee Handbook as presented in Exhibit 2026-063. 
 
Motion: Trustee Robinson 
Second: Trustee Hubbell 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolution: 9887 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves the 
updated Village of Cayuga Heights job description for Village Treasurer as presented. 
 
Motion: Trustee Robinson 
Second: Trustee Rennekamp 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolution: 9888 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves the 
updated Village of Cayuga Heights job description for Village Police Chief as presented. 
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Motion: Trustee Biloski 
Second: Trustee Rennekamp 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolution: 9889 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves the 
updated Village of Cayuga Heights job description for Village Superintendent of Public Works as presented. 
 
Motion: Trustee Salton 
Second: Trustee Hubbell 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolution: 9890 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves the 
updated Village of Cayuga Heights job description for Village Assistant Superintendent of Public Works as 
presented. 
 
Motion: Trustee Biloski 
Second: Trustee Conway 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolution: 9891 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves the 
updated Village of Cayuga Heights job description for Village Deputy Clerk as presented. 
 
Motion: Trustee Biloski 
Second: Trustee Hubbell 
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Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolution: 9892 
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves the 
updated Village of Cayuga Heights job description for Village Clerk as presented. 
 
Motion: Trustee Biloski 
Second: Trustee Rennekamp 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
d. Loss of Former Village Clerk Norma Manning: 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that over the last month, we have lost two people who served in a public role for the 
Village of Cayuga Heights. The first was long-time Village Clerk Norma Manning, and the second was Board 
serving Trustee Jim Bisogni Jr. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that we have drafted two resolutions honoring their service to the Village of Cayuga 
Heights. 
  

RECOGNITION OF THE PAST OUTSTANDING  
PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE LATE NORMA MANNING 

 
Resolution: 9893 
 
WHEREAS, Norma Manning started her public service with the Village of Cayuga Heights on July 7th, 2000; and  

WHEREAS, Norma had brought respect, honor, and integrity to her role as  the Village Clerk; and 

WHEREAS,  Norma was part of an important team that managed all Village services.  

WHEREAS, Norma has consistently applied her skills until her retirement from the Village in 2010; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees does hereby honor the 
memory of former Village Clerk Norma Manning for her dedication, commitment, and outstanding public service 
to the Village of Cayuga Heights. 
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Motion: Trustee Salton 
Second: Trustee Hubbell 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
e. Loss of Former Board Member James (Jim) Bisogni Jr.: 

 
RECOGNITION OF THE PAST OUTSTANDING  

PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE LATE JOHN (JIM) BISOGNI JR. 
 
Resolution: 9894 
 

WHEREAS, Jim started his public service with the Village of Cayuga Heights in 2005; and  

WHEREAS, Jim joined the Village Zoning Board of Appeals, where he exemplified a strong work ethic and a 
compassionate spirit; and  

WHEREAS,  Jim continued in his commitment to public service, where he joined the Village Board of Trustees 
in 2008; and 

WHEREAS, Jim had consistently remained a positive influence on those who served with him until he departed 
from this Board;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees does hereby honor the 
memory of former Village Trustee Jim Bisogni for his dedication, commitment, and outstanding public service to 
the Village of Cayuga Heights. 

Motion: Trustee Salton 
Second: Trustee Biloski 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
f. Regular Board Meeting Time Change: 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that the Village Administrative Committee discussed moving the Board Meeting time to 
6:00 p.m. since most department heads were attending via Zoom, and if the meeting went long, then it would not 
be a ten-hour or longer workday for the Village staff. 
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•Trustee Salton states that some of us work so six would be too early.  
 
•The Board agreed that there are too many variables to make this change and therefore tabled the idea of changing 
the time from seven for the Village Board of Trustees meeting. 
 
g. IAWWTF Revised Letter: 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that this letter was presented to the Board at the August meeting. The Board agreed that 
the tone did not reflect the right objective for the Board to sign off on. Since then, Board members have revised the 
letter. 
 
•Mayor Woodard reads the following letter to the Board.   
 
Resolution: 9895 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees authorizes and approves Mayor Woodard to sign 
the IAWWTF Letter to NYSDEC as presented. 

Motion: Trustee Hubbell 
Second: Trustee Conway 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Biloski, Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and 
Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works, Cross states that he received new information, Yaws Manager, M. Albro, who 
reached out to our regional NYSDEC engineer and was informed that the Village of Cayuga Heights Wastewater 
Treatment Plant does not have anything to worry about. We do not have the same or potential problem as does the 
IAWWTF. 
 
•Trustee Salton states that any permit is going to have an ammonia regulation in it; whether or not we have an 
issue treating it or not is a separate issue. 
 
Motion Carried 
 
g. 2026 Water Rate: 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that we have received Bolton Points Rate changes for 2026. They are increasing the water 
rate by six (6%) percent.  
 
•Mayor Woodard states that the Village Finance Committee met and decided we need more time to determine 
whether or not we match the Bolton Point rate or increase it. 
 
•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that we have received the proposed T.G. Miller report on 
water infrastructure projects.   
 
•Trustee Robinson stated that we are waiting for them to prioritize the projects. 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works, Cross states that the preliminary report is ten million dollars. 
 
•Trustee Rennekamp states that she would like to know the patterns of cash flow needed for these projects. When 
will we learn about that? 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works, Cross states that he received a proposal from T.G. Miller to engage with 
developing the plans on costs. This will be on the agenda for the October Board Meeting. 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works, Cross states that he just found out that T.G. Miller’s lead water engineer for the 
Village is retiring. They have brought someone new on board to fill that position.  
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6. Report of the Trustees: 
 
a. Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium: 
 
•Trustee Salton states that there will be an eighteen (18%) percent increase in premiums for 2026.  Reserves are 
very low, and a five-year plan to fix this shortage, but this still might not protect us enough. 
 
•Trustee Salton states that last year we had one hundred sixteen high-cost claimants, which took two thousand five 
hundred premium payments to fund.  
 
•Trustee Salton states that we are projecting to come in with a two-million-nine-hundred-dollar deficit. That is 
4.63% below the annual budget. 
 
b. Ammonia discharge: 
 
•Trustee Salton states that there is a whole list of new standards for the new SPEDES Permits.  
 
•Trustee Robinson states that our ammonia is within the range permitted by NYSDEC. 
 
•Mayor Woodard states that gravity is a huge factor in ammonia concentrations. Our plant has no issue with the 
flows to the plant.  
 
•Trustee Salton states that Cornell has developed a Mixing Zone Expert System. This is a computer modeling 
system for analyzing how wastewater and other effluents discharge mixes and disperse once they enter a body of 
water. 
 
•Trustee Salton states that the City of Ithaca would be smart to use this type of service going forward. 
 
•Trustee Hubbell states that he thought it worthwhile to show support for this letter. 
 
c. Village Finance Committee: 
 
•Trustee Rennekamp states that we talked about the upcoming water rate changes. 
 
•Trustee Rennekamp states that we are also working on improving our processes to monitor how the budget is 
going during the year, versus waiting until the end. Every quarter, we are going to compare YTD on budgeted 
amounts, and if there is anything out of the norm, we will ask the different committees to talk with their 
department heads to get an update on why. 
 
•Trustee Rennekamp states that we will be providing updates on a few revenue accounts, like sales tax. 
 
d. Village ITCTC Committee: 
 
•Trustee Biloski states that they have a new executive director named Tom Knight. He will be reaching out to all 
the members of the committee.  
 
•Trustee Biloski states that the policy committee agreed to support the updated N.Y.S. highway safety goals for 
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2026.  
 
e. Village Human Resources Committee: 
 
•Trustee Biloski states that in October, she will be sending out the timeline for annual performance reviews. 
 
f. Village Public Works Committee: 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that B. Cross now has a map of the properties for the Cayuga Heights Road Sidewalk 
Project, so he may begin the easement process. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that the Renwick Brook Culvert Pipe project is still in flux. We are now looking at lining 
the culvert, but that is still undetermined. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that we now have a crosswalk at Texas and Spruce Lane. The crosswalk lights have been 
installed. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that as the sidewalks are almost done on The Parkway and E. Upland Rd. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that an asphalt skim coat is scheduled for next week on Devon Rd. 
 
g. Village Wastewater Committee: 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that two out of the five rail systems are complete.  
 
•Trustee Robinson states that YAWS management is looking to replace the control panel for the pumps.  
 
•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that the solar panels are connected and sending power 
back to the grid. 
 
•Clerk Walker states that he expects to see something from NYSERDA on the projected savings. 
 
•Trustee Robinson states that the last major thing to install is a new control panel, but other than that, we are ready 
to have an open house. 
 
h. Cayuga Lanke Watershed Intermunicipal Organization Committee: 
 
•Trustee Hubbell states that there were two interesting presentations, one on the surface soil on the smaller finger 
lake. The other one was on the back flows between the two lakes (Cayuga and Seneca) from the Erie Canal.  
 
•Trustee Hubbell states that there is data that shows a direct correlation in the levels of salinity in the Cayuga and 
Seneca Lakes since they both have salt mines. 
 
7. Report of Superintendent of Public Works Cross:  
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that he just spent the last two days engaging with supporting the 
International Codes Council, which authors N.Y.S. Codes, through a mentorship for the Town of Ithaca, M. 
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Mosely.   
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that he is proud to be a mentor to Marty, and he is not surprised at 
his success, and hopes that one day he will become a council member for the International Codes Council. 
 
•The Village Board congratulates B. Cross for his role as the Town of Ithaca's Code Enforcement Officer. 
 
8. Report of Police Chief Wright: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2026-067) 
 
•Chief Wright states that the 2019 Dodge Durango sold at auction for $18,900.  So over the five years he drove it, 
it cost the Village only $4,600 a year.  
 
•Chief Wright states that the only other topic to discuss tonight would be fulfilling the vacant full-time patrol 
officer position. 
 
•Chief Wright states this individual is currently employed by us in a part-time capacity. He works full-time for the 
Village of Trumansburg, but his chief is willing to release him come November. 
 
•Chief Wright states that he is looking for Board approval to hire Officer Trimm, but he does not know the starting 
hourly rate for the resolution. 
 
a. FLOCK Cameras: 
 
•Trustee Salton states that he is not against the program or saying that the Village is doing anything wrong. He 
believed the benefit outweighs the potential for misuse. 
 
•Trustee Salton states that he is concerned about information from those cameras getting into the hands of an 
agency that is working on immigration issues. 
 
•Chief Wright states that there is always a potential situation where, as technology continues to push forward, 
sharing information is used.  
 
•Chief Wright states that our four cameras are owned by us and only our officers can access them. There is only a 
30-day retention on data that is collected.  There is no way anyone can get into our system. 
 
•Chief Wright states that we get requests for information all the time. We can either accept or deny that request. 
When accepted, the only thing an agency can get is notification that a particular car or plate has a “hit” on our 
cameras. 
 
•Chief Wright states that none of the cameras in Tompkins County are “live”; they are all still shots. 
 
•Chief Wright states that this tool has proved itself time and time again to be vital in the timing for prioritizing 
public safety.  
 
•Trustee Salton states that he thinks it is just a poor understanding of how these tools are used. 
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9. Report of Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2026-068) 
 
•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that they did complete the lining of eight manholes last 
week. 
 
•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that T.G. Miller is going to move the sewer meters to 
concentrate on the Northeast section of the Village. 
 
•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that, as a result of the drought, we are seeing more water 
line breaks because they are now showing up more dry, and also because of the drying of the ground, which moves 
the pipes as well. 
 
•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states the new leaf vacuum has arrived, and our auction items 
resulted in a revenue of just over nine thousand dollars. 
 
10. Report of Clerk Walker:  
 
•Clerk Walker states that he has no action items for the Board tonight. 
 
•Clerk Walker states that he has an exhibit in tonight's agenda that shows the YTD property tax collection for this 
year as well as last year. The difference is around twelve thousand dollars. 
 
•Clerk Walker states that as a reminder, once we finish collecting property taxes in October, then the Board will 
pass a resolution to relevy them onto the Town and County tax bills. We are then made whole sometime in the 
spring of 2026. 
 
•Clerk Walker states that Deputy Clerk Perkins is waiting on the department heads' article for the Village Annual 
Newsletter. We hope to have that out in the mail by Thanksgiving. 
 
11. Report of Attorney O. Shah:   
 
•Village Attorney Shah states that he did find an email from former Village Attorney R. Marcus regarding PDZs 
and procedures. 
 
•Village Attorney Shah states that there should be preliminary approval before a proposed site plan is reviewed by the 
Village Planning Board. 
 
•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that there is a lot of effort put in by the office staff, so if these meetings can be 
combined, that would help. 
 
12. Executive Session: 
 
Resolution: 9896 
 
WHEREAS: The NYS Open Meeting Law §105 prescribes matters for which a public body may conduct an 
executive session; and, 
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WHEREAS: Upon a majority vote of its total membership, taken in an open meeting under a motion 
identifying the general area or areas of the subject or subjects to be considered; and, 
 
WHEREAS: The conduct of an executive session for these enumerated purposes only, provided, however, that 
no action by formal vote shall be taken to appropriate public money: 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT An Executive Session of the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of 
Trustees is conducted for subsection (F) the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular 
person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, 
suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation. 
 
Motion: Trustee Robinson 
Second: Trustee Biloski 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
Resolution: 9897 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village Board of Trustees exit an Executive Session and return to an open 
meeting.  
 
Motion: Trustee Robinson 
Second: Trustee Salton 
Ayes: Mayor Woodard; Trustees: Conway, Hubbell, Rennekamp, Robinson, and Salton 
Nays: none 
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion Carried 
 
14. Adjournment: Mayor Woodard adjourns the meeting at 10:26 p.m. 
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	•Superintendent of Public Works Cross states that he has been appointed each year for responsibilities that fall under his original job descriptions. He states that this is unnecessary, but did not want to cause any confusion.
	•Clerk Walker states that we should start with the changes to the Village Employee Handbook and then move through the exhibits in order.
	Resolution: 9886
	Motion Carried
	Resolution: 9887
	Motion Carried
	Resolution: 9888
	Motion Carried
	Resolution: 9889
	Motion Carried
	Resolution: 9890
	Motion Carried
	Resolution: 9891
	Motion Carried
	Resolution: 9892
	Motion Carried
	d. Loss of Former Village Clerk Norma Manning:
	•Mayor Woodard states that over the last month, we have lost two people who served in a public role for the Village of Cayuga Heights. The first was long-time Village Clerk Norma Manning, and the second was Board serving Trustee Jim Bisogni Jr.
	•Mayor Woodard states that we have drafted two resolutions honoring their service to the Village of Cayuga Heights.
	Resolution: 9893
	Motion Carried
	e. Loss of Former Board Member James (Jim) Bisogni Jr.:
	Resolution: 9894
	Motion Carried
	f. Regular Board Meeting Time Change:
	•Mayor Woodard states that the Village Administrative Committee discussed moving the Board Meeting time to 6:00 p.m. since most department heads were attending via Zoom, and if the meeting went long, then it would not be a ten-hour or longer workday f...
	•Trustee Salton states that some of us work so six would be too early.
	•The Board agreed that there are too many variables to make this change and therefore tabled the idea of changing the time from seven for the Village Board of Trustees meeting.
	g. IAWWTF Revised Letter:
	•Mayor Woodard states that this letter was presented to the Board at the August meeting. The Board agreed that the tone did not reflect the right objective for the Board to sign off on. Since then, Board members have revised the letter.
	•Mayor Woodard reads the following letter to the Board.
	Resolution: 9895
	•Superintendent of Public Works, Cross states that he received new information, Yaws Manager, M. Albro, who reached out to our regional NYSDEC engineer and was informed that the Village of Cayuga Heights Wastewater Treatment Plant does not have anythi...
	•Trustee Salton states that any permit is going to have an ammonia regulation in it; whether or not we have an issue treating it or not is a separate issue.
	Motion Carried
	g. 2026 Water Rate:
	•Mayor Woodard states that we have received Bolton Points Rate changes for 2026. They are increasing the water rate by six (6%) percent.
	•Mayor Woodard states that the Village Finance Committee met and decided we need more time to determine whether or not we match the Bolton Point rate or increase it.
	•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that we have received the proposed T.G. Miller report on water infrastructure projects.
	•Trustee Robinson stated that we are waiting for them to prioritize the projects.
	•Superintendent of Public Works, Cross states that the preliminary report is ten million dollars.
	•Trustee Rennekamp states that she would like to know the patterns of cash flow needed for these projects. When will we learn about that?
	•Superintendent of Public Works, Cross states that he received a proposal from T.G. Miller to engage with developing the plans on costs. This will be on the agenda for the October Board Meeting.
	•Superintendent of Public Works, Cross states that he just found out that T.G. Miller’s lead water engineer for the Village is retiring. They have brought someone new on board to fill that position.
	d. Village ITCTC Committee:
	•Trustee Biloski states that they have a new executive director named Tom Knight. He will be reaching out to all the members of the committee.
	•Trustee Biloski states that the policy committee agreed to support the updated N.Y.S. highway safety goals for 2026.
	e. Village Human Resources Committee:
	•Trustee Biloski states that in October, she will be sending out the timeline for annual performance reviews.
	f. Village Public Works Committee:
	•Trustee Robinson states that B. Cross now has a map of the properties for the Cayuga Heights Road Sidewalk Project, so he may begin the easement process.
	•Trustee Robinson states that the Renwick Brook Culvert Pipe project is still in flux. We are now looking at lining the culvert, but that is still undetermined.
	g. Village Wastewater Committee:
	•Trustee Robinson states that two out of the five rail systems are complete.
	•Trustee Robinson states that YAWS management is looking to replace the control panel for the pumps.
	•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that the solar panels are connected and sending power back to the grid.
	•Clerk Walker states that he expects to see something from NYSERDA on the projected savings.
	•Trustee Robinson states that the last major thing to install is a new control panel, but other than that, we are ready to have an open house.
	h. Cayuga Lanke Watershed Intermunicipal Organization Committee:
	•Trustee Hubbell states that there were two interesting presentations, one on the surface soil on the smaller finger lake. The other one was on the back flows between the two lakes (Cayuga and Seneca) from the Erie Canal.
	•Trustee Hubbell states that there is data that shows a direct correlation in the levels of salinity in the Cayuga and Seneca Lakes since they both have salt mines.
	8. Report of Police Chief Wright: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2026-067)
	•Chief Wright states that the 2019 Dodge Durango sold at auction for $18,900.  So over the five years he drove it, it cost the Village only $4,600 a year.
	•Chief Wright states that the only other topic to discuss tonight would be fulfilling the vacant full-time patrol officer position.
	•Chief Wright states this individual is currently employed by us in a part-time capacity. He works full-time for the Village of Trumansburg, but his chief is willing to release him come November.
	•Chief Wright states that he is looking for Board approval to hire Officer Trimm, but he does not know the starting hourly rate for the resolution.
	a. FLOCK Cameras:
	•Trustee Salton states that he is not against the program or saying that the Village is doing anything wrong. He believed the benefit outweighs the potential for misuse.
	•Trustee Salton states that he is concerned about information from those cameras getting into the hands of an agency that is working on immigration issues.
	•Chief Wright states that there is always a potential situation where, as technology continues to push forward, sharing information is used.
	•Chief Wright states that our four cameras are owned by us and only our officers can access them. There is only a 30-day retention on data that is collected.  There is no way anyone can get into our system.
	•Chief Wright states that we get requests for information all the time. We can either accept or deny that request. When accepted, the only thing an agency can get is notification that a particular car or plate has a “hit” on our cameras.
	•Chief Wright states that none of the cameras in Tompkins County are “live”; they are all still shots.
	•Chief Wright states that this tool has proved itself time and time again to be vital in the timing for prioritizing public safety.
	•Trustee Salton states that he thinks it is just a poor understanding of how these tools are used.
	9. Report of Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder: Submitted Report (Exhibit 2026-068)
	•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that they did complete the lining of eight manholes last week.
	•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that T.G. Miller is going to move the sewer meters to concentrate on the Northeast section of the Village.
	•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states that, as a result of the drought, we are seeing more water line breaks because they are now showing up more dry, and also because of the drying of the ground, which moves the pipes as well.
	•Assistant Superintendent of Public Works Cowder states the new leaf vacuum has arrived, and our auction items resulted in a revenue of just over nine thousand dollars.
	•Clerk Walker states that he has no action items for the Board tonight.
	•Clerk Walker states that he has an exhibit in tonight's agenda that shows the YTD property tax collection for this year as well as last year. The difference is around twelve thousand dollars.
	•Clerk Walker states that as a reminder, once we finish collecting property taxes in October, then the Board will pass a resolution to relevy them onto the Town and County tax bills. We are then made whole sometime in the spring of 2026.
	•Clerk Walker states that Deputy Clerk Perkins is waiting on the department heads' article for the Village Annual Newsletter. We hope to have that out in the mail by Thanksgiving.
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